 Rt. 1 Box 792
- Smithfield, Va.
May .25, 1974

rs. Cynthia Hoover . L
ivision -of Musicel Instruments
Smithsonian Institution - ‘
ashington, D.C. - - B

pon my return from "Friends of Music at the Smithsonian®
hich, by the way, was a most memorable occasion,I looked
p the material I had mentioned to-you regarding Dr. Cghill
(pronounced Cah hill') as you observed from - my pronunciation;

hich I'm sure was the way I remembered hearing it, as a boy.

he enclosed carbon copy is one of several, I made
time of the visit referred to, to distribute-to othe
family who might be interested. No.doubt, ‘among the many
‘libraries you have access to in Washington, is available-
the work from which some of this information was taken .and
« perhaps others that deal with the subject more- exhaustively.

~--1 wish it were possible to convey in words, the 'sound of this

+ .. instrument being played. As near as I can recall,as a boy of

+ - 10 or 12, the tone was somewhat organ-like. I don't suppose
~that a working model is still in existence anywhere. :

-~ Another recollection of the factory in Holyoke, Mass., Where
the instrument, later moved to New York, wdéxbeing built,. was
watching machinists in the shop cutting the teeth in the '
"toothed wheels" referred to in the accompanying article.

- The foregoing may be of little value, except to record that e
you have met someone who remembers hearing the "Telharmonium" -
played. My father, who played the instruument, had quite a -

~wide and varied career as a musician. Born in Auburn, N.Y.
Studied at Leipsic Conservatory. Organist, Pianist, Violinist

)kwgs&ygl;cégugﬁhgzwiggtzgmentﬁiQQQQQSer,,WritgrywieaCher:in,ﬁgme%,

_Colleges as well as privately. Wrote extensively for ‘such
publications as "The Husical quarterly" and "The Etude" (mo
-longer published) for which he also served for a time, as
Asst. Editor. His last residence was Annapolis, Hd. where he
served for 20 yrs. of more, zs Organist and Choirmaster of
01d St. Anne's Church. ' : :

My old friend, Dr, Meaker, with whom ay wife & I attended, '
enjoyed meeting you and other members of the Smithsonian o
Staff. Perhaps you might find the enclosed clipping from

our loceal paper of some interest. ' ’

Sincerely, yours 72N
< )VJW ’5//"-’45‘4

/JEEEV E. Pierce



. ITEM BGARDING PICHDER INVENTOR OF BLESIKIC “USIC.
T AND HIS 353300147100 WITH THE PIEACE JASILY-
(¥ritten by Jo E. Plerce, sugast, 7

' - %hﬁehmwsiﬁg amszz;, so@e booKs, on f#:fnr'"z'eé‘eia{fiéj,i
to my brother lodericts; 1 cume upon «n ites of ‘Snterest in
"The Oxford Comp:nion to Husic® (Percy Ae Sholes) S

Sxcerpt from article oa "leotrio Musicl nstrusemts®

. ®7ne grest pioneer of electric musicsl iastrument
invention (defore tne thermionic vazlve tnd loud speuike
vec-me availobbe, however) was the americcn scicatis,
Thaddeus Szhill, whose 'Dyncaophons' wus clluded to with
~ approval by Busoni,® in 1307, in his "i Hey iesthetic of
Husic." This instrument, 5lso c:lled the Telhirmonium, .
 produced musical sounds {(*islhurmony®) in A telephone ‘
‘raceiver froa tie rotastion oI suitadble toothed wheels
‘nesr the poles of elsctromsgneis, ihe pure sounds beiag
combined io-imiicte the timbre of orghestril instrunentas

S e Wy father, Sdwia 301l Plerce, worked sith Ire Cuhill
4in tae development ol Shis invention, in Holyous, Husze sbout
the yerrs 1905-6, I wog too youns 10 compreasnd wheot made it
work, but clecrly racall Iutier taxing sole Of US, OR sever:l
pecenions, %o the slant where it wus beiny ueveloped wmd play-
‘ing it Uor us, However, il supeers L0 Qe LOW thot the Heammond
rgen o8 today uces $ie dasic pyrisciple iavented by Dre: Cibil

soout 1307 scme promodars (who later fturmed oult %0 be
crocks) oot hold of ity moved it (.ud us) to Jdew York Cify =ad
aroceaded to sell stock in ihe iaveation. =Iiter colleciing o
zoodly cum they suihersd it 11 up sad Jled ize country, leiv-
ing us oli strraceds  Somehow, J.other got us Dack 10 .uJurm,
e e vhere we moved inm wish 4is woiher zzd .aunt Harye o

a interesting sideii 3% o tne moove iz tazt while still
in dolyoxe, T. omill, who owaed one oI taa lovw cors extaat in
_those iym, drove over is Jur house one 4.y nd toox us all out
for A riga,  The Tirstiimc ooy oor-us nsé -oees-in-an autosobile. -

" 893RLnoagEEaEc 0 oRTYanute 4/1/0b - T/21/24

(It is srob-ble thaot Joticr pl ged the Ieliacrzoniua :o: Suszoni's
sor-iz l ca 20 one else wndersiocod its oper=iion -t tazt tine,
o1tasush 1 believe oiner unp lgccalag one or WO +8818%:0%586 )




