THADDEUS CAHILL,
INVENTOR, 66, DIES

Beginhing as a Lawyer, Heg
Turned to Electrical and |
Scientific Study.

HAD LABORATORY HERE

Devised Electric Typewriter and
Telharmonium for Sending
Music by Telephone.

Thaddeus Cahill, who invented an
electrieal typewriter and the de-
vice for producing music electrical-
I¥. known as the telharmonium,
died suddenly at 10 o'clock yester-
day morning of a heart attack at
his home, 316 West Eighty-fourth
Street. He was 66 years old. A
bachelor, he is survived by two
brothers, George F. and Arthur T.
Cahill, and two sisters, the Misses
Margaret and Eleanor Cahill, all of
this city.

Dr. Cahill (he received the degres
of D, C. L. from George Washing-
ton University in 1900) was born in
Mount Zion, Iowa. After attending
Oberlin  (Ohio) High School and
Oberlin Academy, he studied law
at Columbian, now George Wash-
ington, University in Washin
and received his LL. B. in 1

After but a brief experience at
the bar he devoted himself to
scientific research. chiefly in con-
nection with various new applica-
tions of electricity. The New In-
ternational Encyclopedia states that
Dr. Cahill “devised the alectric
typewriter, but his most notable
achievement was the invention of a
process of producing music elec-
trically by means of alternators or
dynamog transmitting wvibrations
from a central station to receiving
telephones, A company was organ-
jzad to axploit the invention, but
was unable to do =0 with success.’

The same authority says of the
telbarmonium:

“The keyboard is gimilar to that
of an organ; the keys operate
switches a0 as to bring the several
allernators into action on the lines
or mains as required. The notes

uced are of remarkable purity,
surpassed only by that of 2
string. The performer has
absolite control over the notes,
both as to expression and timbre;
be can produce at will the note of
practically any t, and
even notes of an entirely new
quality. Since any number of re-
celvers can be connected to a single
keyboard, il is possible for a single
performer to be heard in practically
any number of places at one time,
and a distribution system was
planned whereby music could be
transmitted to a large number of
subscribers.™

In 1902 Dr. Cahill moved his
laboratory from Washington to
Holyoke, Mass, and in 1911 he
established it in this city and be-
came president of the New York
Cahill Telharmonic Company. The
city granted him a franchise to pat
wires in the streets, and be and his
family invested several huondred
thousand dollars in the construction
of a plant at 335 Wesl Fifty-sixth
Street. In 1912 musiclans playing
there on electrical keyhoards were
mrd by audiences in Carnegle

Hall, elsewhere in New York, and
in Boston, Springfield, Baltimore,
Washington, and othar m'l'.iu;




